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The University of Toronto  

German 205H: Introduction to German Literature I 

Spring 2015 

 

Instructor: Andrew Warren  

Office: Odette Hall #312 

Office Hours: TBA 

E-mail: andrew.warren@utoronto.ca  

   

Class meeting times:  

Tuesdays 12-2 & Thursdays 12-1   

Location: TBC 

 

 

Outline  

This course offers an introduction to the study of literature in German. It is aimed at 

students who have been studying German language for 3 semesters, and are continuing 

with their 4th semester concurrently with the course. It is intended as a continuing course 

in language competence, but also an introduction to reading literature in German. We will 

be reading a number of short literary texts and a few non-fiction texts, specifically with the 

aim of expanding your working knowledge of the German language, and familiarizing 

yourself with the subtleties of literary language. As such, the course is meant to provide a 

transition from the study of language to the topic-based literature courses offered in 

undergraduate studies in German. Students will receive training in how to read and analyze 

texts, and how to understand “grammar at work” in literature. Classes will involve reading, 

discussions, group work, and exercises. Reading assignments will be in German. As far as 

possible, the classroom language will be German. 

 

Required text 

 

 Rosmarie Thee Morewedge, Mitlesen – Mitteilen. Literarische Texte zum Lesen, 

Sprechen, Schreiben und Hören, 4th edition (Boston: Heinle Cengage 2008). 

 

This book is available for purchase online. The online service provides various options, 

including chapter-by-chapter download, e-text and rental.  

 

We will be starting using the book right away, so please order it as soon as you can on the 

Heinle Cengage website: 

http://www.cengage.com/search/productOverview.do?N=0&Ntk=P_Isbn13&Ntt=97814130

29437&maintab=About_the_Book&subtab=empty 

 

http://www.cengage.com/search/productOverview.do?N=0&Ntk=P_Isbn13&Ntt=9781413029437&maintab=About_the_Book&subtab=empty
http://www.cengage.com/search/productOverview.do?N=0&Ntk=P_Isbn13&Ntt=9781413029437&maintab=About_the_Book&subtab=empty


Evaluation  

20%  Attendance & active participation  

20%  Journal 

40%  Homework 

20%  Take-home exam 

 

Note: The final grade is an accumulative grade. Low grades you receive early in the term 

will hurt you in the end (i.e. result in a lower course grade). There is no way to make up for 

bad grades or missed assignments. If problems should arise during the semester, you are 

advised to talk to me as soon as possible. Simply schedule an appointment with me or 

address me after the class session.  

 

Course Requirements  

 

Attendance and participation (20%): Regular attendance is mandatory. Absences will only 

be excused according to University regulations: for example, religious holidays, serious 

accidents or illness (medical note required), and serious family circumstances (written 

documentation required). Please notify me at least a week in advance in case you know you 

need to miss class. In addition to excused absences each student may have two (2) 

unexcused absences. Each unexcused absence after the second will result in a reduction of 

the final grade. Besides regular attendance, your participation represents a substantial part 

of your final grade. I expect you to come to class in time, having completed all the readings 

and assignments. You must bring to class a copy of the assigned text. You are responsible 

for contributing to and stimulating a meaningful exchange of ideas. You will be graded 

according to the quality and frequency of your participation.  

 

Journal (20%): You will be required to purchase a small notebook which will serve as a 

journal for this course. It will be used to record your reading experiences, to draw 

Keyword-Lists (Stichwörterlisten), and for other notes associated with the assigned texts. 

You are required to maintain your journal on a week-by-week basis. The class will often 

begin by asking individual students to share sections of your journal, with the class, so you 

need to bring it to each class. Your journal will be graded twice: once mid-term, and once 

at the end of term. Submit your journal for grading on Wednesday 16 February and again 

on Wednesday 30 March  

 

Homework (40%): This course is a hands-on course with a lot of classroom work, and 

ongoing homework assignments. You are required to complete all homework and submit it 

on time.  

 

Take-home exam (20%): There will be a take-home exam which you can complete in your 

own time in the second half of the semester. It will involve reading and interpretation of 

literary texts.  

 



A note on missed or late work: you can only obtain credit for your work if the delay is 

related to reasons for excused absences as defined above. Except for emergencies, all 

excuses for missing an exam or for late assignments must be discussed with me before the 

exam or due date. Except for emergencies, I will not accept excuses given after the exam or 

due date. An unexcused late assignment or missed exam will result in a zero.  

 

Explore It Program 

 

This year, we are adding a new element to the course – the Explore It program. This is a 

voluntary career exploration program that will allow you to meet with alumni from the 

German Department at their place of work and see firsthand how the skills and knowledge 

gained through this course can be translated into a breadth of potential careers.  

 

Visits with alumni would last from a half- to a full-day and could include up to eight 

students. Each experience will differ depending on the alumni but in all cases, you have the 

chance to meet new people and see an alumnus' career in action, giving you the chance to 

think about your education in a wider context. An Explore It orientation will be scheduled 

in one of the early classes/tutorials introducing you to the program and showing you how to 

participate.  

 

Avoidance of Academic Offenses  

From the Academic Integrity Handbook: “Academic integrity is one of the cornerstones of 

the University of Toronto. It is critically important both to maintain our community which 

honours the values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness and responsibility and to protect you, 

the students within this community, and the value of the degree towards which you are all 

working so diligently. According to Section B of the University of Toronto’s Code of 

Behaviour on Academic Matters 

(http://www.utoronto.ca/govcncl/pap/policies/behaveac.html) which all students are 

expected to know and respect, it is an offence for students to: To use someone else’s ideas 

or words in their own work without acknowledging that those ideas/words are not their own 

with a citation and quotation marks, i.e. to commit plagiarism. To include false, misleading 

or concocted citations in their work. To obtain unauthorized assistance on any assignment. 

To provide unauthorized assistance to another student. This includes showing another 

student completed work. To submit their own work for credit in more than one course 

without the permission of the instructor. To falsify or alter any documentation required by 

the University. This includes, but is not limited to, doctor’s notes. To use or possess an 

unauthorized aid in any test or exam.  

There are other offences covered under the Code, but these are by far the most common. 

Please respect these rules and the values which they protect.”  

 


