Highlights from the Academic Year 2023-24

I am excited to share highlights from our vibrant Undergraduate German Studies community during the academic year 2023-24. Our energetic German Studies Undergraduate Student Union (GSSU) fostered a strong sense of community through their Deutsch Delight get-togethers, popular pub nights and thought-provoking film screenings, providing opportunities for students to connect and deepen their appreciation for German culture and language. A standout event was an inspiring interview with Jennifer May, Canada’s Ambassador to China, who shared how her undergraduate studies in German and Political Science shaped her diplomatic career. She gave us a lively, humorous, and eloquent account of her studies abroad in Vienna, her overseas assignment in Bonn, and the unexpected opportunities that were open to her because of her knowledge of the German language and culture.

We are fortunate to have a community of intellectually talented and engaged students, and I am delighted to congratulate our exceptional undergraduate award recipients for their remarkable academic achievements: Fiona Ji (Helmut Krueger Undergraduate Scholarship), Hong Ming Huai (Sara Frieda-Miransky Memorial Bursary), Nadine Levinstein (The Anne Glass Memorial Scholarship), Priel Buzny (The Percy Matenko Scholarship), Justin Eden (The Hermann Boeschenstein Memorial Scholarship), and Martin Hau (The Prize of the Ambassador of Switzerland to Canada). Special recognition goes to Janna Abbas for presenting her paper, “Escaping the Labyrinth: Free Will and Human Suffering in Suffering in Márquez, Goethe, and Atwood,” at the German Studies Association Conference in Montreal alongside students from McGill, Ottawa, York and Western Universities.

Finally, through exciting collaborative efforts, we maintained strong ties with other language, literature, and culture programs at U of T. As Co-Lead of the Global Languages Initiative, I co-organized our Second Annual Language and Culture Day with Professor Paolo Frascà. The event brought together fourteen language programs, attracting many students and increasing our visibility at the University.

Here’s to another successful year ahead, filled with opportunities for learning and collaboration!













