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Course Description 

GER 150 is a German culture and civilization course taught in English and 

designed for students who want to familiarize themselves with historical and 

cultural developments which have shaped Germany. The course focuses on 

German cultural history from the Medieval Ages and the Reformation to the post-

unification era of the 21
st
 century. While emphasizing the broad development of 

German civilization since 1500, the curriculum includes excursions into popular 

culture, literature, social history, art, music, modern media and technology. 

Drawing on thought-provoking texts and visuals, GER 150 offers a diverse view of 

German life based on reading selections from literary works, memoirs, newspaper 

reports, commentaries, and interdisciplinary materials which highlight important 

cultural movements.  



Please note: this is a preliminary version of the syllabus, changes might occur. 

Instructor’s Contact Information  
 

Instructor:   Christine Lehleiter 

Office:   Odette Hall 312  

Office hours:   TBA 

E-mail:   christine.lehleiter@utoronto.ca 

Phone:   416-926-2319 

 

Evaluation of Course Work (Final Grade) 
 

Attendance and participation:    15% 

Quizzes:      15% 

Presentation:      10%  

Written Assignment:     30% 

Final:       30% 

 

Required texts 
 

Eva Kolinsky and Wilfried van der Will (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Modern German 

Culture, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. Additional materials will be provided 

throughout the course.  

 

Avoidance of Academic Offenses 
 

From the Academic Integrity Handbook: “Academic integrity is one of the cornerstones of the 

University of Toronto. It is critically important both to maintain our community which honours 

the values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness and responsibility and to protect you, the students 

within this community, and the value of the degree towards which you are all working so 

diligently. According to Section B of the University of Toronto’s Code of Behaviour on 

Academic Matters (http://www.utoronto.ca/govcncl/pap/policies/behaveac.html) which all 

students are expected to know and respect, it is an offence for students to: To use someone else’s 

ideas or words in their own work without acknowledging that those ideas/words are not their 

own with a citation and quotation marks, i.e. to commit plagiarism. To include false, misleading 

or concocted citations in their work. To obtain unauthorized assistance on any assignment. To 

provide unauthorized assistance to another student. This includes showing another student 

completed work. To submit their own work for credit in more than one course without the 

permission of the instructor. To falsify or alter any documentation required by the University. 

This includes, but is not limited to, doctor’s notes. To use or possess an unauthorized aid in any 

test or exam. There are other offences covered under the Code, but these are by far the most 

common. Please respect these rules and the values which they protect.” 

 

Accessibility Needs 
 

The University of Toronto is committed to accessibility. If you require accommodations for a 

disability, or have any accessibility concerns about the course, the classroom or course materials, 

please contact Accessibility Services as soon as possible: disability.services@utoronto.ca  or  

http://studentlife.utoronto.ca/accessibility. 

 


